
Decalogue for the Sharing Group 

 

1. Meetings are led by the Holy Spirit through Mary. 
 

2. Purpose of the meeting: 

• To become aware of my weaknesses and the truth of being loved by God 

• To respond to the desire to deepen my faith 

• To be open to others (brothers and sisters) in the group 

• To share different experiences of my faith and how God is present in my life 
 

3. When I go to the meeting, I will pray to God for others and myself. 

• Prayer of empty hands or that of the tax collector is recommended. 
 

4. I will remember that I am God’s child who has the right to trust and await miracles. 
 

5. As a participant in our meeting I will: 

• Serve others and not count my own merits 

• Create the atmosphere of calm, focus/concentration and openness 

• Not impose on others my ways of thinking, reacting and perceiving 

• Avoid giving advice or solving others’ problems 

• Speak from my personal “I” rather than use such terms as “you, we, us, people, 

we should, others do this.” 

• Avoid discussion and criticism 
 

6. By keeping what is shared in the meeting confidential, I will preserve each 

participant’s freedom to share openly and protect their dignity as a child of God. 
 

7. I will not be afraid of moments of silence, since I or somebody else may need time 

to reflect. Moments of silence provide us with unique opportunities for prayer and 

entrustment to God. 
 

8. I will remember to attentively listen to what my brother or sister is saying in order 

to help them in the process of sharing. 
 

9. When I give a witness talk or share my faith, God’s grace is not only given to me 

but it is being multiplied and given to others. 
 

10. Above all, God expects from me humility and openness. Even one person who is 

humble and open to God can create an appropriate climate during a given meeting 

that will spread to all participants. The most important and desirable goal is not the 

format of the meeting, but it is to be open to God’s grace and presence. 
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Opening Prayer 

Read Decalogue 

Read Scripture 

Read Reflection 

 

Reading I Wis 11:22-12:2  
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13, 14  
 
Reading II 2 Thes 1:11-2:2  
 
Gospel Lk 19:1-10  

 

Opening or Closing Prayer 
 
Dearest Father, Your Son tells us, “Unless you turn and become like children, you 

will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” I long to be Your smallest child. Help 

me to rediscover You as the One Who delights in me, Who calls me as His 

own.  
 
My Jesus, You say to us, “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in 

the kingdom of heaven.”  You are the way to heaven. Thank You for saving me 

and giving me Yourself in the Holy Eucharist. Reactivate the call of my 

Baptism to serve the Church in childlike humility, “boasting only in God.” 
 
Holy Spirit, reveal to me my weaknesses that I may seek Jesus’ strength. Reveal to 

me my nothingness, that I may await all things from Him. Convince me of 

Jesus’ words, “What is impossible for human beings is possible for God.” 
 
Blessed Mother, I entrust my prideful doubt, fear, discouragement and ingratitude 

to your intercession so that I will believe, as God’s beloved child and yours, 

“Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 

opened to you.” 
 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen 
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Spiritual Reflection  

 

“Zacchaeus, come down quickly, 

for today I must stay at your house.” Lk 19:5  

 
One day, after reading the episode of Zacchaeus in the Gospel of Saint 

Luke, [St.] Thérèse wrote to Céline: “Like Zacchaeus, we have climbed a tree.” 

She is thinking. Thérèse contemplates Jesus who humiliated himself, and then 

understands that she must also descend to this last place with him in order to 

receive him in poverty of heart. Grace, she is thinking, can only enter – Jesus can 

only enter – where there is emptiness to receive him. Thérèse discovers that it is 

not a question of climbing the tree of our virtues, but descending into our poverty. 

Until then, she had chosen the mountain, but now, through the Holy Spirit, she 

understands that there is another way, the way of descent, the little way of 

weakness.  

Danger of Spiritual Pride 
 

Thérèse knows that pride is inherently subtle and, since it is a lie, likes to 

conceal itself under the most deceptive exterior, even under the mask of 

unconscious feigned humility. The most fervent tendency toward perfection can be 

tarnished by a proud desire, the desire to appear to be a saint., to look like a saint, 

but at the same time to be full of self-sufficiency and hidden pride.  
 

The desire to rise by climbing the ladder of perfection, even the desire for 

heroic self-perfection by the achievement of one’s idealized self, can bring the 

secret satisfaction of not feeling “like the rest of people,” but “above them.” 
 

How often is this spiritual pride a fact for the most zealous, and then how 

difficult becomes the way of true self- knowledge? 
 

Thérèse feels herself “incapable.” She recognizes herself as poor, but she also 

believes that Jesus can do everything in her, the “little one” – even the impossible. 

Therefore, Thérèse is not “heroic” in the usual sense. She says that one needs to 

learn “to carry his cross feebly.” Her confidence is not a superficial optimism; her 

heroism is simply the heroism of her faith and hope, that is to say, a theological 

hope accessible too the poor and the little ones. Thérèse does not force herself 

through sheer will.  
 

Thérèse introduces holiness to the weak and imperfect. Her little way is 

the way of the poor, the way of imperfection.  
 

God thirsts to expand his love without measure. God seeks some poor 

ones who will accept the flood of infinite tenderness that he wishes to pour 

out. Thérèse, therefore, offered herself as “the poorest” and “the weakest.” 

for the joy of mercy alone, this free Love that only extends itself to the poor 

and the little ones. 

André Daigneault, The Way of Imperfection, pp.123-124 

 

References from the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

 

2728 Finally, our battle has to confront what we experience as failure in 

prayer: discouragement during periods of dryness; sadness that, because we 

have "great possessions," 15 we have not given all to the Lord; disappointment 

over not being heard according to our own will; wounded pride, stiffened by 

the indignity that is ours as sinners; our resistance to the idea that prayer is a 

free and unmerited gift; and so forth. The conclusion is always the same: 

what good does it do to pray? To overcome these obstacles, we must battle to 

gain humility, trust, and perseverance. 

 

2544 Jesus enjoins his disciples to prefer him to everything and everyone, and bids 

them "renounce all that [they have]" for his sake and that of the 

Gospel. 335 Shortly before his passion he gave them the example of the poor 

widow of Jerusalem who, out of her poverty, gave all that she had to live 

on. 336 The precept of detachment from riches is obligatory for entrance into 

the Kingdom of heaven. 

 

2547 The Lord grieves over the rich, because they find their consolation in the 

abundance of goods. 341 "Let the proud seek and love earthly kingdoms, but 

blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of 

heaven." 342 Abandonment to the providence of the Father in heaven frees us 

from anxiety about tomorrow. 343 Trust in God is a preparation for the 

blessedness of the poor. They shall see God. 

 

Questions for Reflection 

 

1. In my daily life, what attitudes might I discover that can be similar to 

“climbing the ladder of perfection? 
 

2. In what areas of my life do I experience difficulties in finding myself poor and 

incapable? What is God’s call in these situations? 
 

3. How can entrusting myself to Mary, Mother of Mercy, be a path to true self-

knowledge, humility and trust in God’s providence in my interior life? 
 

Prayer after Sharing 
 
Thank you, God, for allowing me to see the truth about my weaknesses and how it calls 

upon the abyss of your merciful Love. 


