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Decalogue for the Sharing Group
Meetings are led by the Holy Spirit through Mary.

Purpose of the meeting:

e To become aware of my weaknesses and the truth of being loved by God

e To respond to the desire to deepen my faith

e To be open to my brothers and sisters in the group

¢ To share different experiences of my faith and how God is present in my life

When I go to the meeting, I will pray to God for others and myself.
e Prayer of empty hands or that of the tax collector is recommended.

I will remember that I am God’s child who has the right to trust and await
miracles.

As a participant in our meeting I will:

o Serve others and not count my own merits

o Create the atmosphere of calm, focus/concentration and openness

e Not impose on others my ways of thinking, reacting and perceiving

¢ Avoid giving advice or solving others’ problems

Speak from my personal “I” rather than use such terms as “you, we, us, people,
we should, others do this.”

Avoid discussion and criticism

By keeping what is shared in the meeting confidential, I will preserve each
participant’s freedom to share openly and protect their dignity as a child of God.

I will not be afraid of moments of silence, since I or somebody else may need
time to reflect. Moments of silence provide us with unique opportunities for
prayer and entrustment to God.

I will remember to listen attentively to what my brother or sister is saying in order
to help them in the process of sharing.

When I give a witness talk or share my faith, God’s grace is not only given to me
but it is being multiplied and given to others.

Above all, God expects from me humility and openness. Even one person who is
humble and open to God can create an appropriate climate during a given meeting
that will spread to all participants. The most important and desirable goal is not
the format of the meeting, but it is to be open to God’s grace and presence.
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Opening Prayer
Read Decalogue
Read Scripture

Read Reflection

Reading I Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12
Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9
1 Cor 3:9¢-11, 16-17

Jn 2:13-22

Responsorial Psalm
Reading 11
Gospel

Opening or Closing Prayer

Lord, send forth Your Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth, and renew me in
Truth.

Come Holy Spirit, my Consoler, Sacred Bond of the Father and the Son, please
dwell in me. Open me fully to the gift of Redemption.

Come Holy Spirit, pour Your light into my heart, my soul, and my mind. In
abandoning myself to You, convince me of my sin and lead me to repentance.
In the midst of this world where evil is called good and sin is called freedom,
allow me to know the truth. For only in You, can I find my true identity.

Come Holy Spirit, capture my heart and free me, that [ may live in Your eternal
embrace, for Your love casts out all my fears, fills me with joy, and enables
me to receive everything as a grace.

Come Holy Spirit, that Your fruits within me may be reflected through service to
the Church and concern for all the Mystical Body of Christ.

Come Holy Spirit, enlighten the world and deliver me from sin. Through the
intercession of Your Spouse, my Mother, come!

I ask this through Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen

Families of Nazareth USA
Summer retreat 2009
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Spiritual Reflection

“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” Jn 2:19

The Church is our Mother. Because of widespread secularization, our
perception is that the Church is far from being supernatural. In the Apostles’
Creed we profess: “I believe in... the holy catholic Church.” This profession
corresponds to an attitude expressed like this: I devote myself trustfully to the
Church as if I were to devote myself to the Person of Christ. By abandoning
yourself to the Church, you abandon yourself to Christ because the Church is His
Mystical Body.

Henri Daniel-Rops, in his book titled Nocturnes, writes about a mosaic from the
fourth century AD in the Bardo Museum in Tunis:

No Christian can look at that mosaic without being
emotionally moved. It imperfectly portrays the front steps and
colonnade of a basilica. It is made of antique stones resembling
graffiti. Above the colonnade there is an inscription that causes
this mosaic to become an expressive symbol. The inscription
includes two significant words: Ecclesia Mater (Mother Church).

The fourth century was a time of great wars, of paganism that
returned time and time again, and of persecution by Julian the
Apostate. It was not easy or safe to openly admit that one
belonged to Christ. Throughout the empire there was increasing
unrest, political anarchy, and religious turmoil. Among continual
threats and danger, when the blood of martyrs was still fresh in
amphitheatres, someone wrote two striking and consoling words,
surely engraved in the atmosphere of comforting prayer: Mother
Church.

Does it require much imagination to understand those words
in the same way our distant brother in Christ understood them
when he arranged them with small stones into damp cement?...

The Church today, from the very depths of her maternal heart,
offers the same support to the people of this century as she did to
the people of the fourth century. In the face of great historical
storms, in a world tormented so often by barbarianism, where
people have lost understanding of the sense of human life, in a
world that doubts everything including itself, the Church alone
gives the impression that she knows well what she is aiming for.
The Church alone reveals unchanging truths despite attempts to
accuse her of striving for significance in public or political life.

In a world possessed by violence in which man seems to be
fascinated with the tragic fatality of his own death wish and the
prospect of total destruction, the Church repeats a simple and
much needed lesson of love. She herself received this lesson on
the hillsides of Galilee, and the blood of God sealed its truth on
Calvary. In repeating this lesson of love, the Church remains
Ecclesia Mater. (Translated by author: Henri Daniel-Rops,
Nocturnes, [Paris:Grasset, 1956])...

Love of Christ that deepens through faith begets the desire to be a witness of
Christ. Your call to sanctity and your love for the Church are also closely
connected with the call to apostleship. Reminding Christians of their obligation
to witness for Christ, John Paul II said, “Only profound love for the Church can
support the fervor in giving witness. Faithfulness to Christ cannot be separated
from faithfulness to the Church.  Tadeusz Dajczer, The Gift of Faith, pp. 194-198

References from the Catechism of the Catholic Church

168 It is the Church that believes first, and so bears, nourishes and sustains my
faith. Everywhere, it is the Church that first confesses the Lord:
"Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you", as we sing in the
hymn "Te Deum"; with her and in her, we are won over and brought to
confess: "I believe", "We believe". It is through the Church that we receive
faith and new life in Christ by Baptism. In the Rituale Romanum, the
minister of Baptism asks the catechumen: "What do you ask of God's
Church?" And the answer is: "Faith." "What does faith offer you?" "Eternal
life.">

169 Salvation comes from God alone; but because we receive the life of faith
through the Church, she is our mother: "We believe the Church as the
mother of our new birth, and not in the Church as if she were the author of
our salvation.">> Because she is our mother, she is also our teacher in the
faith.

Questions for Reflection

1. Do Ilove, trust and honor Holy Mother Church as I do my own mother who
fed and raised me? Why or why not?

2. What is my stance toward Mother Church in these perilous times? How do |
perceive God’s love in my interactions with the Church?

3. How can the example of the Mother of God help and sustain me when my
spirit lags or my will fails in wholehearted love and devotion to the Church?

Prayer after Sharing

Thank you, God, for allowing me to see the truth about my weaknesses and how it
calls upon the abyss of your merciful Love.
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